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CASABLANCA, Morocco ï June 2, 2016 ï The NESA Center in partnership with the US Department of 

State, Edventures Partners and Facebook executed the Peer 2 Peer Regional Challenge (P2P) 

program on countering violent extremism. P2P is a global university initiative implemented in 51 

universities around the world. Throughout the course of the last semester, university teams worked to 

design, pilot, 

implement and 

measure the success 

of a social or digital 

initiative, product or 

tool that empowers 

students to become 

involved in countering 

violent extremism. 

Engaging youth in this 

fight is crucial; P2P 

offers a creative and 

exciting way for students around the world to become involved in the effort.  During this regional 

competition, three of the top teams from the Near East and South Asia region competed in Casablanca 

for the title of regional winner. As a vital part of their participation in this conference, university students 

from all three teams were also given an opportunity to be matched with a NESA Center alumni mentor 

who will provide guidance throughout their post-college career. Students from Ege University in Izmir 

Turkey were named winners of the P2P regional initiative. Their mobile application, TaHadi, allows 

Syrian refugees to interact with local Turkish communities and spread their message of peacefulness 

and tolerance. 

NESA Regional Conference 

The winners of the regional competition, students from Ege University, Turkey. 
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NESA Center Strategic Survey Seminar 

TAMPA, Florida ï June 20-24, 2016 ï The NESA Center in cooperation with the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy held a U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) sponsored strategic survey seminar in 
Tampa. The conference, entitled ñCentral Commandôs Region Engulfed By Warò, brought together over 
30 participants, including American and foreign military officials as well as several civilians from US 
Central Command and U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM). Participants and speakers 
engaged in several discussions over the course of the seminar, including political tensions in the Iraqi 
civil war, a reevaluation of the current U.S. military strategy towards the Middle East, the extremist 
challenges in Saudi Arabia, and the condition of the Syria after years of turmoil. A panel of NESA 
expert speakers including Deputy Director David Lamm, CENTCOM liaison CSM (ret.) Cynthia 
Pritchett, Dean Roger Kangas, and Professor Brianne Todd gave a special presentation on the state of 
conflict in Afghanistan and Central Asia. Subject matter experts Dr. Michael Knights, Eric Trager and 
Andrew Tabler of the Washington Institute and Dr. Denise Natali of the INSS contributed to series of 
panel discussions as well. As part of the inclusive seminar, several Combined Strategic Analysis Group 
(CSAG) workshops were held to discuss select CENTCOM regional strategic areas. 

WASHINGTON - June 20, 2016 - 27 students from Germany's Federal Academy for Security Policy, 

Bundesakademie f¿r Sicherheitspolitik (BAKS) attended a NESA Center session while on their field 

study to Washington. These students- a mix of scholars, military leaders, and government officials- 

were given presentations by NESA Professor Brianne Todd and Dr. Vivian Walker, Professor at the 

National War College. Professor Todd, an expert in Central Asian and Russian affairs, briefed the dele-

gation on the state of Russia and their resurgence as a major player in international politics, focusing on 

Central Asia and Afghanistan. Dr. Walker, a former career Foreign Service officer, provided a summary 

of the current tensions between Ukraine and Russia, covering foreign policy narratives of both coun-

tries.  

BAKS Seminar 


